
November 6, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Commissioners Hall, Jacobson and Bommersbach were in attendance, Commissioners Redland and 
Gunderson were absent.     
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted an addition of discussion 
on the Social Host Ordinance during the County Attorney’s time slot, Enterprise Vehicle Leasing virtual presentation at 
11:30 a.m., discussion regarding tax forfeiture along with an update on Elections.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Discussion was brought forward regarding the Tax Forfeiture sale and whether we could safely hold this event in the 
court room with proper social distancing.  It was felt that we could possibly hold it at the Ada Event Center and also 
changing the date of the board meeting to December 8th.  Additional discussion was held with regard to the issue of the 
Court Administration conflicts with scheduled board meeting dates.  David Stene was asked to check with the Ada Event 
Center to see if it would be available for November 19th, December 8th and December 17th meetings.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, gave her regular COVID-19 update noting the 
county is now up to 192 cases.  Sarah noted that 51 cases had been added since 10/30/2020 which really is probably only 
showing about the first 2 days of November.  Ms. Kjono noted that the county is experiencing more school age cases and 
that community spread is in crisis.  She noted that Public Health is going to refocus on Education! Education! Education! 
as she feels that people are getting complacent in practicing wearing their masks, hand washing and practicing social 
distancing.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. David Stene re-entered the meeting with information regarding the use of the Ada Event Center as a new 
location to hold county board meetings.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to change the date of the December 3rd 
meeting to December 8th, and then to change the location of the next three board meetings to the Ada Event Center, that 
being November 19th, December 8th and December 17th, meetings to begin at 9:15 a.m. as regularly scheduled.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Stacy Erickson, County Recorder, addressed the board with a resolution for change of individuals allowed 
banking access for Norman County License Center, Norman County DNR and Norman County Recorder checking 
accounts.  The aforementioned resolution would remove Virginia Olson from the banking accounts and replace her with 
Andrew Badolato effective November 6, 2020, in order to continue having two employees with banking authorization for 
all accounts.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 11-06-2020-1 A Resolution for Change of 
Individuals Allowed Banking Access for Norman County License Center, Norman County DNR and Norman County 
Recorder Checking Accounts.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote Commissioners 
Bommersbach, Hall and Jacobson voted in favor.  The resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is 
on file in the A/T Office.   
 
Chairman Hall called for a short break.   
 
At 10:10 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board with regard to the CSAH 3 Highway project, noting that 
this would serve as a public comment period as it had been placed on the agenda.  There was no public in attendance at 
the meeting.  Engineer Berndt recommended that we mill the road a little deeper than usual, and then replace with an 
overlay of the same depth.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a resolution for final acceptance of contract 2198 – R.J. Zavoral & Sons, 
Inc.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 11-06-2020-2 A Resolution for Final Acceptance of Contract 
2198 – R.J.Zavoral & Sons and authorize final payment.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll 
call vote Commissioners Bommersbach, Hall and Jacobson voted in favor.  The resolution was adopted unanimously.  A 
copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a resolution for final acceptance of contract 2199 – Sellin Brothers Inc 
associated with SAP 054-654-003.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 11-06-2020-3 A Resolution 
for Final Acceptance of Contract 2199 - SAP -054-654-003 Sellin Brothers Inc. and authorize final payment.  



Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote Commissioners Bommersbach, Hall and Jacobson 
voted in favor.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. A/T Hanson gave a short update on the General Election and how things went for her office during the 
Election.  Ms. Hanson noted that the public was very good at wearing their mask when coming in to absentee vote or 
vote in a Mail Ballot precinct, however, social distancing was not well practiced.  Norman County looked to have 84.57% 
voter turnout, but there could still be some ballots returned through the mail that were postmarked on or before 
election day.   
 
A/T Hanson also brought before the board the matter of Christmas Eve hours, noting that in the past the board has 
closed the courthouse at noon on Christmas Eve to allow employees travel time or time to attend early afternoon church 
services.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the county offices at noon on Christmas 
Eve, December 24, 2020.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board refreshing them with Solid Waste Assessment Resolution  
11-15-2012-2 which set fees for solid waste at that time with four classifications.  Mr. Johanson noted that he feels this 
fee schedule needs to be updated as costs have changed considerably over the last 8 years.  Garry noted that he has 
been working together with David Stene to see how they might adjust these rates and would recommend a change in 
Class I rates of $126.00 for all municipalities in the county to a graduated or tier system with the low end at $150 for the 
four smallest cities in the county, to $300 for the two mid-sized cities and $500 for the two largest cities, being Twin 
Valley and Ada.  Mr. Johanson also noted that Class III rates currently are at $750 per school district, nursing homes, 
retirement centers and the hospital.  He would recommend changing this to $1000.00 per entity with the exclusion of the 
Twin Valley Assisted Living at $300 as they are not anywhere near capacity at this time.  It would increase accordingly in 
future years.  Garry noted that these are just recommendations for thought at this time, and he is continuing to work on 
commercial rates as well as increasing the residential rate.   
 
Mr. Johanson also provided the board with a letter received from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency with 
information regarding the fiscal year 2021 SCORE Block Grant, stating that Norman County has satisfied the requirements 
for distribution of the first half payment which should be disbursed in the near future.  The first half payment should be 
$34,846, with the county receiving a total of $69,692 for FY2021.   
 
At 10:55 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board with regard to the proposed Social Host Ordinance, 
noting that the county would need to advertise for two weeks, and then it could be on the December 8th meeting agenda.   
 
At 11:02 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the meeting pursuant to M.S. 13D.03, to consider strategy 
for labor negotiations.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:05 a.m. the Board of Commissioners began the Closed Session; those in attendance were County Attorney James 
Brue, Commissioners Hall, Jacobson and Bommersbach, Galen Cariveau, HR, David Stene, CFO and Donna Hanson, 
Auditor/Treasurer.    
 
At 11:25 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the Closed Session.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:27 a.m.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to reopen the regular board meeting.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  In summary of the closed meeting, the board spent 25 minutes 
discussing different strategies that might be used for ongoing labor negotiations. 
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board concerning a letter received from the City of Hendrum regarding tax forfeiture 
properties within the City of Hendrum.  The letter includes a resolution by the City of Hendrum allowing the sale of Parcel 
29-4360001, Lots 20 and 21 in Block 16 of the Original Townsite of Hendrum.  The resolution also requests that the City 
of Hendrum be allowed to purchase prior to sale for blight removal Parcel 29-4460000, legally described as Outlot “Q” in 
the City of Hendrum, less the East 224 feet and any part thereof taken for roads or highways, subject to existing utility 
easements, Section 19-144-48, Norman County, Minnesota.  The City of Hendrum is requesting to purchase the property 
for the sum of $1,000.00 to correct blighted conditions by removing the blighted structure and preparing the property to 
be available for the development of housing.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve acceptance of the offer 
on Parcel 29-4460000 by the City of Hendrum.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



A/T Hanson then brought forward a letter received from the City of Halstad regarding Parcel 28-3440000 legally 
described as Lots 5, 6 and 7, Block 18, Original Townsite, City of Halstad.  The City of Halstad has offered to purchase the 
property for blight removal for $500.00.  They noted the residence has been vacant for many years and is without utility 
service.  Commissioners noted that this property is within Commissioner Redland’s district and felt that since he was not 
in attendance at the meeting, they would table this for the future as Commissioner Redland had placed a minimum bid of 
$4,000 on the property and they would like his input.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR consultant, addressed the board with a resolution to approve the appointment of Stacy 
Erickson to Deputy Registrar 071-Ada and Station 654-Ada.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt 
CR 11-06-2020-4, A Resolution to Approve Appointment of Stacy Erickson to Deputy Registrar 071-Ada and Station 
654-Ada.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote Commissioners Bommersbach, Hall and 
Jacobson voted in favor and the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
Mr. Cariveau also updated communication with the board on the Paid Administrative Leave/Emergency Sick Leave policy 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
At 11:45 a.m. Wong Nystrom of Enterprise Vehicle Leasing attempted to address the board through a virtual connection 
but due to technical difficulties the board suggested rescheduling for the next meeting.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 28,020.66   Road & Bridge - $ 281,669.12  Building - $ 390.00 
 
Human Services - $ 209.34   Public Health - $ 2,758.95   Solid Waste - $ 3,878.00 
 
County Homes - $ 250.00   Airport Authority - $ 11,007.82  TOTAL - $ 328,183.89 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
A/T Hanson then requested that she be authorized to pay the Election Judges before the next scheduled board meeting 
so she could include these costs in her Election CARES Act Grant which needed to be submitted to the Secretary of State 
by November 16, 2020.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to authorize A/T Hanson to pay the Election Judges on 
November 13th to allow submission of these costs in the grant documents.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:05 p.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


